
Introduction: An op-ed (opinion editorial) is a powerful platform for sharing your thoughts and 
insights on various topics, from politics to social issues, and everything in between. Whether 
you’re an expert in a particular field or just passionate about a subject, writing an op-ed allows 
you to contribute to public discourse. This guide will walk you through the process of crafting a 
compelling op-ed.

Step 1: Choose Your Topic
• Select a current, relevant, and thought-

provoking topic.
• Consider your expertise and unique 

perspective.
• Ensure your topic is able to be understood 

by a broad audience.

Step 2: Research Thoroughly
• Gather facts, statistics, and supporting 

evidence.
• Read existing op-eds on your topic.
• Understand the opposing viewpoints to 

strengthen your argument.

Step 3: Craft a Strong Thesis
• Clearly state your main argument or 

opinion in one or two sentences.
• Your thesis should be concise and 

impactful.

Step 4: Plan Your Structure
• Start with a captivating hook to grab the 

reader’s attention.
• Present your thesis statement early in the 

op-ed.
• Develop your argument in a logical and 

structured manner.
• Use paragraphs to separate and emphasize 

key points.
• Conclude with a strong, memorable 

statement.

Step 5: Engage Your Audience
• Use anecdotes, personal stories, or real-life 

examples to connect with readers.
• Address the “So what?” factor - explain 

why your opinion matters.
• Appeal to emotions and empathy when 

relevant.

Step 6: Write Clearly and Concisely
• Use clear, straightforward language.
• Avoid jargon and overly complex 

sentences.
• Keep your op-ed between 600-800 

words (publications may have specific 
guidelines).

Step 7: Edit and Proofread
• Review your op-ed for clarity, coherence, 

and grammar.
• Eliminate unnecessary words and phrases.
• Ensure a consistent and persuasive tone 

throughout.

Step 8: Submit to the Right Publication
• Research publications that align with your 

topic and target audience.
• Check the publication’s submission 

guidelines, including word count and 
formatting.

• Follow the publication’s process for op-ed 
submissions.
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Step 9: Include a Strong Bio
• Write a brief bio that establishes your 

expertise on the topic.
• Include relevant credentials and any 

relevant previous publications.

Step 10: Engage with Readers
• Monitor comments and engage with 

readers who respond to your op-ed.
• Be prepared to defend or further explain 

your viewpoint.

Conclusion: Writing an op-ed is not only an opportunity to express your perspective but also 
a chance to influence public opinion and contribute to meaningful discussions. By following 
these steps and crafting a compelling op-ed, you can effectively share your insights and make a 
difference in your community and beyond. Remember, a well-written op-ed can change minds 
and inspire action.

The subject I would like to cover in my op-ed is:

The personal or professional stories I can tell to illustrate the issue are:

The specific policy solution I want to advocate for is:

Key points that would convince policymakers that this is the right solution (address the core 
questions and why it matters):

Compelling facts that can help make my case:

Metaphors or images that might help reinforce the point are:
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